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Preface 



This survey is concerned with 9-13 middle schools of which there were 6 1 0 
in January 1 983 . The survey provides a detailed picture of 48 of these schools; 
this sample was chosen to illustrate a range of contexts. 

Its main purposes were to assess how well these schools provided for the 
age range and how well the pupils responded to the education offered. As 
such it will be of particular interest to those local education authorities with 
9-13 middle schools and to the heads and teachers who work in them. 

But many of the findings will be of interest to all concerned with the 9-1 3 
age range. They raise questions that apply to the top years of primary schools 
and to practices in the first two years of secondary schooling. 

Some issues which were part of the background of the survey, such as the 
effect of falling rolls, the viability of small middle schools, and the match 
between the training and the work of teachers, are among those which are of 
more general current concern to teachers, administrators, advisers, 
governors and those involved in teacher education. 

We are indebted to the heads and teachers of the schools in the survey 
without whose ready cooperation this report could not have been written. 

As with other reports written by HMI, no assumption can be made about 
government commitment to the provision of additional resources as a result 
of the survey. 
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Introduction 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF MIDDLE SCHOOLS 

1.1 Middle schools are relatively new phenomena in the maintained 
education system in England. Their establishment was made possible by the 
Education Act of 1 964 which enabled local education authorities to establish 
schools straddling primary and secondary age ranges. The first middle school 
opened in 1 968 and thereafter there was a rapid expansion of middle school 
provision in a number of local education authorities until in January 1983 
there were 1 ,81 0. 1 The age range of such schools varies from authority to 
authority and sometimes within an authority. Most often the schools are 
provided for children from the age of 9 to the age of 1 3 or from 8 to 1 2, but 
there are a few 9-1 2, 10-13 and 10-14 schools. Combined 5-12 schools 
have developed alongside 8-12 schools in some areas. 

1 .2 Under the 1964 Act middle schools are deemed to be either primary or 
seconda ry schools to comply with the provisions of the 1 944 and subsequent 
Education Acts. All schools from which children transfer at the age of 12 are 
deemed primary and all but a very small number of schools from which 
children transfer at the age of 1 3 are deemed secondary. In January 1 983 the 
total number of full-time pupils in 9-13 schools was 242,474 and those in 
8-12 schools 210,051 ; approximately 22 per cent of eleven year olds in 
English maintained schools were in some type of middle school. 2 At the 
beginning of 1 983, middle schools of one age range or another were found in 
49 local education authorities. 

1 .3 The first middle schools were established in the late sixties when there 
were mounting pressures for the reorganisation of secondary education 



1 This includes 405 combined 5-12 schools. 

2 This includes children in combined 5-12 schools. 
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